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Through a series of public records
requests and ongoing investigations, the
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU)
of North Carolina has uncovered a great
deal of information about various types of
surveillance  technology ~ that  law
enforcement agencies in the state have
been amassing.

North Carolina law enforcement
agencies are using automatic license plate
readers to snap photos of every car that
drives by one of these cameras in 11
jurisdictions; using your cell phone to
track your location in more than 50
cities or counties; watching citizens with
countless eyes in the sky in the form of
surveillance cameras, and soon will be
able to monitor citizens with unmanned
drones. As the ACLU investigated all of
these various technologies, one theme
emerged: Government agencies are
making up the rules as they go along
without any uniform standard policy or
set of rules that would prevent these
technologies from being abused to invade
North Carolinians’ privacy.

New technology is always coming on
the scene. While surveillance drones are
poised to take over the nation’s skies,
recent revelations about a technology that
has been around for years — Stingrays —
show just how little we know about the
way government agencies track law
abiding North Carolinians’ movements.
Meanwhile, devices such as police body
cameras, which hold the potential to
improve relations between police and the
public, could also jeopardize the privacy of
both law enforcement officers and the
communities they are sworn to protect
and serve without proper safeguards.

The Fourth Amendment to the United
States Constitution protects Americans
from wunreasonable searches by the
government without a warrant, but how is
law enforcement applying that standard to
new technology?

More importantly, why are they

aciuirini and oieratini this technoloii




